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Standard Tuning
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� Learning the Frets

Learning the 4 String Bass Guitar Fingerboard

Key Frets
RSHQ� (� $� '� * �

,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKH�RSHQ�VWULQJV��ZKLFK�PRVW�
PDQGROLQ�SOD\HUV�VHHP�WR�UHPHPEHU��7KHUH�DUH�WKUHH�
RWKHU�IUHWV�ZLWK�QR�VKDUS�RI�ÁDW�QRWHV��IUHW������IUHW�����
DQG�IUHW�������

IUHW����� $� '� *� &

IUHW����� %� (� $� '

IUHW������ '� *� &� )

7KHVH�DUH�NH\�RU�UHIHUHQFH�IUHWV��)URP�WKHVHV�IUHWV�RWKHU�
IUHWV�FDQ�EH�GHULYHG�
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Learning the 4 String Bass Guitar Fingerboard

)UHWV�������������������������DQG������FDQ�EH�UHIHUHQFHG�
UHODWLYH�WR�WKH�RSHQ�VWULQJV��IUHW������)UHW�����DQG�IUHW�
�����E\�ÁDWWLQJ�RU�VKDUSLQJ�DOO�WKH�QRWHV�RI�WKRVH�
IUHWV�

RSHQ� (� $� '� *

IUHW����� (�
� $�� '�� *�

�

IUHW����� $E� 'E� *E� &E

IUHW����� $� '� *� &

IUHW����� $�� '�� *�� &�

��:LL�WHNL����
����MVY�LUOHYTVUPJ�LX\P]HSLU[�UV[L�ZWLSSPUNZ�
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IUHW����� %E� (E� $E� 'E

IUHW����� %� (� $� '

IUHW����� %�� (�� $�� '�

IUHW����� 'E� *E� &E� )E

IUHW������ '� *� &� )

IUHW������ '�� *�� &�� )�

Secondary Frets
)UHW�����KDV�RQH�VKDUS�HDFK�

IUHW����� *� &� )� $�

)UHW�����DQG�����FDQ�EH�UHIHUHQFHG�UHODWLYH�WR�IUHW�����
E\�ÁDWWLQJ�RU�VKDUSLQJ�DOO�WKH�QRWHV�RI�WKH�WKDW�IUHW�



!Learning the Frets
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IUHW����� *E� &E� )E� $

IUHW����� *� &� )� $�

IUHW����� *�� &�� )�� %

)URP�WKH�RSHQ�VWULQJV�DQG�IRXU�DGGLWLRQDO�IUHWV��
\RX�QRZ�KDYH�WKH�ZKROH�EDVV�JXLWDU�ÀQJHUERDUG�
PHPRUL]HG��7KDW�LV�HYHU\�IUHW�DQG�QRWH�RI�WKH�
PDQGROLQ�ÀQJHUERDUG�LQ�VWDQGDUG��$�ORW�HDVLHU�ZLWK�
D�V\VWHP�

5HYLHZ�WKH�IUHWV�DVFHQGLQJ�DQG�GHVFHQGLQJ��ZLWK�
VKDUSV��ZLWK�ÁDWV��PL[HG�VKDUSV�DQG�ÁDWV��.QRZ�WKH�
ÀQJHUERDUG�LQVLGH�DQG�RXW��

:KHWKHU�SUDFWLFLQJ�RU�SOD\LQJ��UHDGLQJ�RU�
LPSURYLVLQJ��SOD\LQJ�VLQJOH�QRWHV�RI�FKRUGV��QRW�
PDWWHU�ZKDW�VW\OH�\RX�DUH�SOD\LQJ��$/:$<6�NQRZ�
WKH�QRWHV�\RX�DUH�SOD\LQJ��7KLV�ZLOO�PDNH�WKH�QRWHV�
RI�WKH�EDVV�JXLWDU�UHÁH[LYH�DQG�VHFRQG�QDWXUH�
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Learning the 4 String Bass Guitar Fingerboard

Enharmonic Equivalents
(QKDUPRQLF�HTXLYDOHQWV�DUH�ZKHUH�WKH�VDPH�SLWFK�
FDQ�KDYH�PXOWLSOH�QDPHV��,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��LI�WZR�
QRWHV�KDYH�WKH�VDPH�SLWFK�EXW�DUH�UHSUHVHQWHG�E\�D�
GLIIHUHQW�OHWWHU�QDPH�DQG�DFFLGHQWDO��=�,�A���WKH\�DUH�
HQKDUPRQLF�

Sharps to Flats 
$=�LV�WKH�VDPH�SLWFK�DV�%,
%=�LV�WKH�VDPH�SLWFK�DV�&

&=�LV�WKH�VDPH�SLWFK�DV�',
'=�LV�WKH�VDPH�SLWFK�DV�(,
(=�LV�WKH�VDPH�SLWFK�DV�)

)=�LV�WKH�VDPH�SLWFK�DV�*,
*=�LV�WKH�VDPH�SLWFK�DV�$,



�� Enharmonic Equivalents

Learning the 4 String Bass Guitar Fingerboard

Flats to Sharps
$,�LV�WKH�VDPH�SLWFK�DV�*=
%,�LV�WKH�VDPH�SLWFK�DV�$=
&,�LV�WKH�VDPH�SLWFK�DV�%

',�LV�WKH�VDPH�SLWFK�DV�&=
(,�LV�WKH�VDPH�SLWFK�DV�'=
),�LV�WKH�VDPH�SLWFK�DV�(

*,�LV�WKH�VDPH�SLWFK�DV�)=
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Learning the 4 String Bass Guitar
Fingerboard Flat and Natural Notes

Sharp & Natural Notes
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Eopen

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

F
Gb
G
Ab
A
Bb
B
C
Db
D
Eb

A
Bb
B
C
Db
D
Eb
E
F
Gb
G
Ab

D
Eb
E
F
Gb
G
Ab
A
Bb
B
C
Db

G
Ab
A
Bb
B
C
Db
D
Eb
E
F
Gb
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Eopen

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

F
F#
G
G#
A
A#
B
C
C#
D
D#

A
A#
B
C
C#
D
D#
E
F
F#
G
G#

D
D#
E
F
F#
G
G#
A
A#
B
C
C#

G
G#
A
A#
B
C
C#
D
D#
E
F
F#


